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Welcome back to another fantastic 
term. I have chosen as my theme this 
term the topic of hard work, resilience, 
independence and conformity. 


It is always a pleasure to see new 
students starting their journey in Year 
7 and progressing through to Year 12 
and beyond. The first weeks of high 
school see students gain confidence in 
a new setting, learning new systems, 
making new friends, getting used to 
new teachers and their expectations. 
It is also a time, where students start 
to become independent learners, 
making value judgements, reaping 
the value of good choices and the 
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benefits of disciplined learning and 
the consequences of poor choices. 
Students quickly learn they are the 
masters of their own behaviour and 
the masters of their own success. It 
comes as no accident that those who 
are successful in life, put in the hard 
yards and disciplined work in the 
lead up to their success. At school, 
this means that everyone should be 
reviewing the work covered ona daily 
basis if they genuinely want to pursue 
further education once they leave 
school. It must become entrenched 
in one’s routine that they study at 
least 1 hour per night in Years 7, 8 
and 9 and 1.5 to 2 hours in Year 10, 
11 and 12 during the term. It is also 
important that students have down 
time or recreation time as part of 
their routine. Down time 1s a critical 
component in fostering good mental 
health. The best endorphins involve 
physical activity and exercise such 
as a walk around the block, a kick 
of a ball or climbing a tree. Playing 
on consoles and computers should be 
limited as much as possible. It goes 
without saying that sleep is also very 
important and needs to be part of a 
student’s routine. As a guide, students 
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Important Dates to Remember 


Year 7 & 8 Assessment week 
Year 7 & 8 Assessment week 
Year 7 & 8 Assessment week 


Tut Roadshow History Day 
Incursion 


Year 7 & 8 Assessment week 
Zone Athletics Carnival 
5.00pm P & C Meeting 

Year 7 & 8 Assessment week 
Zone Athletics 


Snake Tails Incursion 


Ist Australian History 


Competition 


9th Sydney West Cross Country 
25th Term 2 ends 





depending upon their age should be 
in bed before 10.00 p.m. during the 
week. This allows for sufficient rest 
and allows for a vibrant start to the 
next school day. 


High school allows us to learn 
many things and an _ important 
part of schooling is developing 
resilience, independence and _ the 
art of conformity. Let me start with 


resilience. Resilience is defined 
as the capacity to recover quickly 
from adversity or difficulty. At 
school we are plunged into many 
situations where choices need to be 
made quickly. Choices range from 
the simple; such as answering a 
question asked by the teacher in the 
class, to the more complex, with the 
possibility of severe consequences 
if rules are broken or poor decisions 
made. Either way, we are all on a 
learning journey and we need to take 
ownership of the decisions we make 
and the journeys we choose. Some 
decisions will reap rewards and 
positive outcomes whilst others will 
result in the opposite. Either way, it 
is how we learn to handle the ever- 
evolving situations we find ourselves 
experiencing, that enables us to 
develop our resilience and shape our 
character. It 1s therefore important that 
parents understand that a child needs 
to develop the skill of resilience. It 
is important that we all understand 
that if we make a choice and it does 
not fall the way we had hoped, that 
we can’t just “dial a friend” or a 
parent for this matter. A child needs 
to take ownership of their decisions 
and to understand that a parent won’t 
always be there to advocate on their 
behalf when situations do not go to 
plan or turn sour. Students need to be 
able to learn to fight their own battles 
(figuratively speaking) and to speak 
up if they find themselves unheard 
or misunderstood. This helps them to 
develop their resilience and prepare 
them for the future situations that 
may arise when they leave school, 
begin work or find themselves 
in tricky situations in society in 
general. It is therefore important that 
students understand that they cannot 
ring mum or dad when a curve ball 
is thrown at them. Parents need to 
be supportive and understand that 
staff at school are experienced and 
non-emotive when dealing with the 
various situations that arise. Children 


will be challenged and need to accept 
that there are consequences if they 
disrupt others, are rude to people or 
act inappropriately in class or the 
playground. This forms an important 
aspect of learning at school and 
teaches students how to conform to 
societal rules and expectations. In 
other words, they are taught social 
manners. At this point, I encourage 
you to read a book by Judith Y 
Locke, titled “The Bonsai Child” 
who clearly outlines the importance 
of children learning consequences 
and accepting the outcomes for the 
choices they make. Locke outlines 
how parents who hover over their 
child, monitoring and imposing 
themselves in their relationships 
and various situational choices are 
actually impeding their growth and 
social development. It is therefore 
important that parents allow their 
children to take charge of their 
choices and to experience setbacks, 
disappointment or consequences, so 
that they can learn to make the right 
choices in the future. This segues 
brilliantly towards developing 
our children’s independence. This 
is important, as it develops and 
strengthens their character and self- 
worth, and complements their journey 
towards developing their resilience. 
Independence is important because 
it allows us to break away from the 
proverbial apron strings, to explore 
the world and gives us the opportunity 
to leave our own special mark. 
Resilient, independent people are not 
immune from mental health issues 
such as Depression, but are more 
likely to be able to raise themselves 
from its ditch when they have the 
tools of resilience and independence 
behind them. As a parent myself, I 
understand the complexities of letting 
children experience independence 
and resilience, especially when they 
make the wrong choices or say the 
wrong thing. The term ‘be cruel 
to be kind’ resonates in my mind 


Blacktown Boys High School - Newsletter ‘Term 2 2021 


when I look back at the situations I 
encountered as a parent with children 
at high school. For me, it was always 
difficult when one of my children 
made the wrong choices, had a fight 
with another child or a disagreement 
with a teacher and were required to 
sort the situation out themselves. I 
wanted, like other parents to protect 
them, but knew it was better for them 
to learn a lesson at school where they 
had to extricate themselves from a 
situation with me and their mother 
watching on in the background. 
My children today are young adults 
living independent and successful 
lives. From time to time each of them 
reminds me of those high school 
days, and they are also grateful 
that I allowed them to sort things 
out themselves and not fight their 
battles for them. They acknowledge 
the advice I gave them when they 
asked for assistance and use those 
same skills in the workplace today. 
One aspect their mother and I were 
strict on, were manners and how 
they treated others, and presented 
themselves around other people. I 
have never been disappointed in my 
children and am proud at how they are 
confident and are able to speak to and 
with others. It is important that we all 
work together educating our children 
to be well mannered, resilient, 
independent leaders in society. By 
working together at school and at 
home, we are developing important 
skills for our future leaders. 


The school will be undergoing a few 
alterations over the next semester 
and into the future. We have applied 
for anew all-weather volleyball court 
which we hope to have completed 
and available this year. Our Inclusive 
Education Unitis now up andrunning. 
We have named the new building 
Pemulwuy, which recognises a 
great and fearless Aboriginal leader 
of the area. Students have slowly 
moved into the block and over the 
next few years the unit will house 
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a growing number of students. We 
are also looking at building an all 
weather structure over the main 
quad to protect our students from 
the elements and looking at a future 
refurbishment of our staff common 
room and student library, to create 
new learning spaces for students and 
staff, where they can utilise the latest 
technology. The school will also be 
upgrading its security and is looking 
at installing electric gates at the 
front of the school and reconfiguring 
entry and exit drives to and from 
the carpark. The school has already 
begun to invest in an upgrade of its 
computer technology with every 
faculty now having access to their 
own mobile bank of computers to use 
and shift between classrooms. 


I wish to acknowledge the fabulous 
work the staff are undertaking to 
make your child’s stay at Blacktown 
Boys a rich and meaningful one. 
Staff not only are involved in the 
day to day academic development of 
children but also play a significant 
part im many — extra-curricular 
activities taking place across the 
school. Many of these activities go 
unrewarded and are held during the 
personal time of the teacher involved. 
Recently, we have been successful in 
many sporting events which will be 
covered in the sport report and other 
activities at a curricular level such as 
Pi Day and the upcoming Café D’ Art. 
I wish to thank all those involved in 
allowing these activities to happen. 


On a final note: I wish to invite you 
to our P and C meeting which is to 
be held Thursdays Week 6 of each 
term from 5.00p.m. to 6.30 p.m. 
Please use the opportunity to sit with 
the Principal and Deputy Principals, 
to find out about the great things 
happening at Blacktown Boys High 
School and to raise any concerns you 
may have. I look forward to seeing 
you there. 


DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
Mrs Trish Matthews 





As the Deputy Principal looking after 
Years 8, 10 and 12 this year, I have 
spent some time getting acquainted 
with Year 8 2021, as they were not 
part of my Year group in 2020. For 
some students it is very clear to 
see growing maturity, self-esteem 
and positive choice making, that is 
respectful of peers and teachers. For 
a small number, making positive 
choices continues to be a struggle. 
Support is offered for all students 
through a variety of programs and 
monitoring systems. However, what 
makes the most difference in positive 
choice making for all of our boys is 
the partnership between school and 
home. All staff at BBHS want the 
very best learning and wellbeing 
outcomes for all of our boys and when 
we work with families to achieve this 
end it is a ‘win-win’ for all students. 
Communication is the key to this and 
I welcome calls from all parents who 
may wish to discuss areas of concern 
or need. 


With Covid-19 restrictions being 
eased somewhat we were able to 
welcome families of Year 7 students 
for 2022 to the school in Week 2, 
to meet teachers and sample what 
our faculties have to offer. It was 
wonderful to get back to a ‘better 
normal’ where we can meet with 
families face to face in real time, 
with of course check-ins and hygiene 
being observed as part of our 
Covid-19 Safety plan. 


Blacktown Boys High School - Newsletter ‘Term 2 2021 


As long as Covid-19 restrictions 
remain the same, we will be able 
to run our Parent Teacher evenings 
this term for Years 10, 11 and 12 
(Senior) in Week 8, Thursday, June 
10, and the Junior Parent Teacher 
evening in Week 10, Tuesday 22" 
June. Bookings will be made online 
through the Parent Portal, so it is 
important that we have up to date 
email addresses. Senior bookings 
will be open from 24/5 to 4/6. Junior 
bookings will be open from 7/6 to 
19/6. We encourage parents to get 
in early so that they can schedule 
their preferred times. Please contact 
the school if you need to update 
your email address and also if you 
have changed your address of phone 
number. Reports will be issued in 
their regular format prior to the Junior 
and Senior evenings. It is useful to 
bring the report to the interviews so 
that it can be part of the discussion. 


I need to draw the attention of 
every parent to a phenomenon that 
has been increasing in all schools 
throughout NSW this year, and that is 
the issue of vaping. Every generation 
experience challenges that impact 
on health and safety. Currently the 
challenge is vaping, which has been 
specifically targeting young people 
through packaging and flavouring 
that masques the real danger of the 
practice. I have included in this 
newsletter a letter to all parents (page 
27) that gives further information and 
a link. Knowledge is empowering for 
parents, caregivers and student and 
I would encourage you to have the 
conversation about vaping with your 
son and family. 


Finally, I would like to wish everyone 
a safe and happy term and I look 
forward to meeting with many of you 
soon. 


Mrs Matthews 


DEPUTY PRINCIPAL 
Mr Robert Murie 
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Welcome to a very busy and exciting 
Term 2 with ongoing assessments, 
NAPLAN, school reports, e-Sports 
competitions, Maths Peer Tutoring 
Program, YES Programs on Robotics 
and Cyber Security, Macquarie 
Mentoring and so many _ extra- 
curricular activities on the agenda. 
It’s wonderful to see our students 
participating in these events with 
such excitement, enthusiasm, vigour 
and dedication. As a school leader, I 
am proud and constantly amazed by 
the efforts we see from our students 
in debating, peer support, school 
leadership, public speaking, as 
well as cultural initiatives such as 
HAKA Warriors and elite sporting 
performances. We have many future 
champions in the making and the 
ongoing participation by students, 
support from parents and professional 
dedication from teachers in making 
these events successful continues to 
foster student connectedness, drive a 
positive culture of achievement and 
create a strong sense of community 
for boys to thrive at Blacktown Boys 
High School. 


Did you know there is a plethora of 
evidence demonstrating how higher 
levels of wellbeing lead to higher 
academic achievement, improved 
mental health, greater resilience, 
increased school completion and 
a more pro-social lifestyle. In our 
school there is a continued focus 


on holistic development of our 
boys and improving the wellbeing 
of every student is a priority. At 
present I am excited to be leading 
the Wellbeing Team in ensuring our 
school continues to be a safe place, 
where students feel connected, are 
engaged in learning and can develop 
their social and emotional skills to 
complement academic performance. 
This work will ensure students 
have access to a variety of learning 
experiences and opportunities 
that promote development of their 
cognitive, social, emotional, spiritual 
and physical wellbeing. I would also 
like to remind all members of our 
school community that if a student 
needs wellbeing support they can 
talk to their Year Adviser, School 
Counsellor or Deputy Principals 
during school hours. 


A few reminders for students and 
parents: 


- Students should not be coming 
to school late and all students are 
required to be at school before the bell 
rings at 8.10am. Any lateness will be 
recorded on official attendance rolls 
and must be explained by the parent. 


- Friday Prayer sessions for our 
Islamic students will be resuming 
this term in the school hall. This year 
prayer sessions for students will be 
held in our school hall from 1.00pm 
to 1.30pm. If you would like your 
son to attend then they must pick up a 
permission note from the front office 
and return this as soon as possible to 
the front office. Students will then be 
issued with a prayer pass. If students 
do not bring their pass to school they 
will not be permitted to attend. Prayer 
will conclude at 1.30pm and students 
will return directly to class. 


- Vaping is becoming more 
popular amongst younger children. 


The use of vapes at school is not 
permitted and will not be tolerated. 


-A Homework Centre continues 
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to run every Tuesday and Thursday 
after school from 2.30-3.20pm. 
Students can access _ assistance 
from a teacher with homework and 
assessment completion. 


- Technology is only to be used 
for educational purposes. Blacktown 
Boys High School is a place of 
learning and use of mobile phones in 
class is not permitted. Please discuss 
appropriate use of mobile phones 
with your children and remind them 
that personal phone calls are not to 
be made during class time. Students 
also need to be aware that if they 
bring technology to school it 1s their 
responsibility to ensure this is kept 
safe and secure at all times. 


It has been wonderful getting to 
know the students this year and I look 
forward to meeting many parents for 
the first time at our parent teacher 
evenings to be held on 10" June 
(Seniors) and 22" June (Juniors). 


Mr Murie 





HEAD TEACHER 
ADMINISTRATION 
Ms Pembe Hussein 





Hello BBHS Students and Parents, 


In Term 1 we saw our students proudly 
consistently wearing their summer 
uniforms. This 1s a true reflection of 
the Blacktown Boys spirit. 


As we enter the colder months of 
the year, it is important to remember 
to rug up and keep warm with 
the Winter uniform, including the 
maroon jumper, jacket and grey 
trousers for Juniors or black trousers 
for Seniors. Considerations can be 
made for one off incidences where 
uniform is inaccessible, however 
students are required to bring a note 
to Ms Hussein HT Administration 
before 8am on the day it is required. 


It is important that parents understand 


Junior Uniform 





the importance of their child’s 
attendance and punctuality. 


Education NSW reminds us. that 
students should only be absent if 
students are: 


* Sick or have an infectious 
disease 


* Have an unavoidable medical 
appointment 


* Required to attend a 
recognised religious holiday 


* Have urgent family 
circumstances e.g. attending a 
funeral. 


If a student is absent, parents are 
required to fill out and submit the 
Absence from School note found at 
the end of this Newsletter. 


Parents and students are reminded 
that our school day begins at 8:10 
and it is vital for your son’s education 
that he 1s punctual as the time lost is 
lost learning time. Preparing your 
sons for a successful future 1s our 


REMEMBER 


Minutes lost = days lost per year 
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goal and together we can develop 
productive patterns to improve their 
organisational skills. To help improve 
punctuality, students are reminded to: 


* Use a diary and manage their 
homework before the morning it is 
due 


* Pack their school bag the 
night before 


* Speak with their Year Adviser 
to seek out personalised solutions for 
them 


For more information on attendance, 
please go to the following link 
and select a translated pamphlet 


for parents: https://education.nsw. 
gov.au/public-schools/going-to-a- 
public-school/translated-documents/ 
compulsory-school-attendance- 
information-for-parents 


Thank you to all the parents who 
placed orders for School Photos. I 
have been informed that the orders 
are on their way, and will be delivered 
to students during Homeroom soon. 
Enjoy the rest of your Term 2. 
"*eeee®”™ ~~ Kind Regards, 


Ms Hussein 


HT Administration 


Patterns of latengss 
can have a serious 
impact on your child's 
education. 


HEAD TEACHER 


ENGLISH 
Mrs Renae Bystrzynski 





Term | has been an eventful one in 
English at BBHS! Year 7 have settled 
into the rhythms of high school well 
and are engaged in their learning in 
the English faculty. 


Year 12 students have continued 
working through their course content, 
completing a variety of formal 
assessments, including submitted 
essay responses or presentations, 
alongside their regular classwork. 
Year 1] have had a strong start to 
senior English with their completion 
of the common module, “Reading to 
Write: Transition to Senior English’, 
where students focused on exploring 
and responding to a number of texts 
related to uncertainty. All senior 
students are reminded about the 
importance of managing their time to 
ensure that they are not leaving their 
work until the last minute, and that 
they are giving themselves enough 
time to seek out their teacher’s 
advice. 


Year 10 have spent Term | exploring 
poetry which has changed the world 
in powerful ways, and have refined 
their skills in analysing language. The 
2 tasks completed by students have 
given them the chance to demonstrate 
their understanding of key ideas in the 
poems for study. Year 8 finished their 
unit on villains, exploring the concept 
through a variety of texts, while Year 


7 students were 
introduced to high 


school — English 
by learning 
about heroes, 


and completing a 
research task and 
speech on a hero 
of their choice. 


For Term 2, the 
units of work are: 


Year 7 Journey Boat (Study of 
Picture Books) 

Year 8 Close Study of a Novel 

Year 9 Science Fiction 

Year 10 Close Study of 
Shakespeare/Drama 


Year 11 English Advanced 
Narratives that Shape Our 
World: Brave New World and 
Blade Runner 


Year 11 English Standard 
Contemporary Possibilities: 
The Queen and Zak Grieve 


Year 11 English Studies 
Playing the Game: English in 
Sport 


Year 12 English Advanced 
Module C: The Craft of 
Writing & Module B: Critical 
Study of Literature 


Year 12 English Standard 
Module C: The Craft 
of Writing & Module 
A: Language, Identity and 
Culture 


Year 12 English Studies 
Module D: Digital Worlds 


Year 12 English Extension 1 
Literary Mindscapes: Hamlet 
& Lost in Translation 


A number of — extracurricular 
curricular activities have also taken 
place, including Year 12 debating, 
where the students won against 
Glenwood High School. We wish 
them all the best in upcoming rounds. 
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Year 9 & 10 debating will begin this 
term, as will Year 7 & 8 debating. 
Students are invited to participate 
in 2 competitions this term: ‘Rich 
and Rare’ — the Dorothea Mackellar 


poetry competition and ‘What 
Matters?’ — The Whitlam Institute 
writing competition. Please see your 
English teacher for more details. 


I also look forward to communicating 
with Year 10 students about their 
options for English in the senior 
school over the next few weeks, 
prior to the formal subject selection 
evening. It is essential that students 
appreciate the demands of the 
different courses before making any 
choices. I look forward to working 
with parents in selecting the right 
courses for their sons. 


As always, I am happy to speak with 
you if you have any questions, as are 
your son’s English teachers. Please 
feel free to contact the school on 
9622 1558 or email: renae.devlin@ 


Looking forward to an exciting term! 





HEAD TEACHER 
MATHS 
Ms Xiao Chirgwin 





Journey to HSC 
Year 12 students are now more than 
half way through their HSC courses. 
We are very proud of our students 
for their dedication and perseverance 
through this journey. There will be 
more assessment tasks coming up this 
term for our students. We would like 
to remind the parents and students 
that it 1s crucial for students to bring 
all of their learning equipment to 
class, and these includes a NESA 
approved scientific calculator. We 
recommend the CASIO FX82AU 
PLUS II or CASIO FXIO0AU. 


Tips for Examination Preparation 
* Begin early 


- Pay attention in class, learn 
day-by-day 

- Complete all assigned 
homework 


- Check assessment 
notifications and know the 
topics that are involved 


- Create summary notes for 
each topic 


* Simulate test conditions 


- Know your own learning 
style and how you study 


- Practise questions under 
test conditions with 
allocated time 


- Create a distraction free 
study environment 


* Consistent practice 


- Practise solving different 
questions every night 


- The more you practise 
answering different 
questions, the better you will 
be at them 


- Learn from your mistakes 


- Past HSC papers are 
strongly recommended to 

all Year 11 and 12 students for 
familiarity of the layout and 
the style of questions 


* Work with your teacher and 
other students 


- Ask for teacher’s help 
when you are unsure of any 
concepts 


- Helping other students 
often consolidates your own 
understanding 


* Positive mindset 
- Aim for your personal best 
- Aim for improvement 

* Rest and exercise 


- Aim to sleep well every 
night 


- Regular exercise to recharge 
your physical and mental health 


Assessment Schedule for Term 2 


Year 7 Week 6 
Year 8 Week 6 
Year 9 Week 5 
Year 10 Week 2 
Year 11 Standard Week 7 
Year 11 Advanced Week 7 
Year 11 Extension 1 Week 8 
Year 12 Standard 1 Week 6 
Year 12 Standard 2 Week 6 
Year 12 Advanced Week 6 
Year 12 Extension 1 Week 8 
Year 12 Extension 2 Week 7 


Year 10 


This term, our Year 10 students will 
also be considering what Year 11 
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courses they will be pursuing in the 
following year. They should choose 
their courses for Mathematics wisely, 
basing their decisions on their skill 
sets and balancing different subjects. 
The details for the different courses 
are in the subject selection handbook. 
There will be a Foundation Test in 
Week 7 to check whether students 
have the required algebra skills for 
the Mathematics Advanced course. 
Students should speak to their class 
teachers to seek guidance on the most 
suitable course. 


Maths Peer Tutoring 


Maths Peer Tutoring program has 
started for this term. Students from 
all year groups are welcome to attend. 
Our eager senior student tutors 
are ready to help with homework, 
revision for assessment tasks or extra 
studies. Please encourage your son 
to attend on Tuesday and Thursday, 
recess and lunch time in Room 26. 


Piz Day 


On the 15 March (since 14 March was 
a Sunday), our students participated 
in a variety of Pi m Day Activities. 
During Year 7 Mathematics classes, 
students completed worksheets 
revolving around the concept of 2 
Pi. At recess, students participated 
in BBHS’s largest human Pi and 
each year this will continue to grow. 
During Lunch time, we held a ‘Pi a 
digit’ competition where students 
tried out for the greatest number of 
digits they can recite for Pi 2, and 
Dhruva in Year 10 was an absolute 
champion at this. This year, we also 
sold delicious apple pies and chicken 
pies as part of our celebration. 
Students and staff all loved their 
pies. Thank you to all students who 
participated in the various activities. 
We look forward to what next year 
holds. 


Mrs Leitch, Miss Alfonso and Mrs 
Turner 


Fun Fact of 2 


Some of the most famous scientists in the world have a connection to Pi 2 day. Albert Einstein was born on March 


14th, 1879. Stephen Hawking } 


died on March 15th, 2018 at the @_ 


age of 76. 


There is an entire language made "= 


from the number Piz. But how is 
that possible? Well, some people 
loved Pi x enough to invent a } 
dialect based on it. In “Pi-lish” ~ 
the number of letters in each 
word match the corresponding 
digit of Pi x. This first word has 
three letters, the second has one 
letter, the third has four letters, 
and so on. This language 1s more 
popular than you might think. 
Software engineer Michael Keith 
wrote an entire book, called Not 
a Woke in this language. 


HEAD TEACHER 
SCIENCE 
Mrs Maninder Kaur 





Our students have to be congratulated 
for a positive start of the year. Year 
7 students have settled in well with 
the high school routine and have 
been actively involved in carrying 
out first-hand investigations on 
expansion and contraction of various 
materials. Year 8 students have 
enhanced their scientific skills by 
trying out different techniques to 
separate mixtures. Year 9 enhanced 
their understanding of diseases by 
researching about infectious disease 
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and their control measures, while Year 
10 have expanded their knowledge 
of Chemistry by looking into various 
types of chemical reactions and their 
applications in everyday life. 


Year 12 are now a little over half way 
through their HSC courses, having 
completed 2 assessment tasks and 
2 modules for each of the courses- 
Physics, Chemistry and Biology. It is 
a pleasure to see students reflecting 
on their learning and actively seeking 
feedback from teachers to continue 
developing their understanding and 
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application of scientific concepts and 
practical skills. Upcoming tasks this 
term for Years 12 and 11 students are 
as below: 


The year 12 Physics classes have 
accomplished their depth study 
assessment, where students applied 
their practical skills to build working 
models of DC motors and investigated 
their applications in everyday life. 
Year 11 and Accelerated Year 10 

Biology students had a successful 
field trip to the Penrith Lakes 
Environmental Education Centre. 





They successfully collected data 
to investigate the effects of abiotic 
factors in an ecosystem. Students took 
the role of ecologists and conducted 
various tests to determine the health 
of the lake. The information obtained 
from this field trip contributed 
towards their depth study assessment 
task. Congratulations to Year 11 and 
Accelerated Year 10 Biology students 
for completing their first major depth 
study. All students represented 
themselves and Blacktown Boys 
well, and are to be commended for 
their mature approach on the day. 


Year 7 students will be attending 
‘Snake Tails’ incursion to supplement 
their knowledge on the classification 
of living things. Year 9 and 10 students 
are very keen to participate in the 
upcoming Engineering Challenge, 
whereas Year 7 and 8 students will be 
extending their chemistry skills by 
participating in the Crystal growing 
competition. The details about the 
training sessions for the competitions 
are as below: 


Term 2 Science competitions 


A reminder to all parents and 
students, that students must hand in 
all homework tasks and assessments 
on time and that these must be the 
students’ own work. As Science is 
a practical subject, which involves 
conducting investigations in a 
laboratory, all students are expected 
to wear fully enclosed leather shoes, 
due to safety reasons. If you have 
any queries or concerns regarding 
your son’s learning or well-being 
in Science, please contact the class 
teacher or the Head Teacher, Ms 
Kaur. 





9 & 10 | Engineering | Every Wednesday, 2.25 to|Mr Choudhary and 
Challenge 3.25pm (weeks 4-10) Mr Hartley 
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HEAD TEACHER 
HSIE 
Mrs Gina Jackson 





ANZAC Day 


Term 2, began with the HSIE | — rns ~~ = 
faculty preparing for our school’s | 7] ag 7% 
annual ANZAC Day ceremony, | = 5 


which this year took place on 
Friday, 23 April. ANZAC Day 1s the 
time when all Australians stop to 
reflect on the sacrifices our soldiers 
have made in war. Our student 
leaders ran the ceremony which 
included reflections on Australia’s 
wartime history and the role of the 
military today. 


To add to the significance of the 
occasion, four current members from 
the Australian military mounted the 
guard for the ceremony, as well as a 
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Competition | Training sessions (Term 2) | Teacher in-charge 


7&8 |Crystal1| Every Friday, 2.25 to3.25pm|Ms Wu and Ms 
erowing (weeks 4-10) Winata 





live Bugler to call 
the Last Post and 
| Reveille. We would 
like to thank these 
soldiers and their 
Sergeant for giving 
- up their time on the 
day. 
; ¥ We were also 
, extremely fortunate 
; to have Blacktown 
| Boys High School 
| representation in 
j= the form of four 
Be student cadets, 
representing _ all 
lm three branches of 
B the armed forces 
| (Army, Air Force, 
Navy). We would 
like to thank Adam 
Massoud, Lochlan Leonard, Jawad 
Hussein and Robert Kowalczyk for 
representing the school community 
so well in cadet attire and assisting 
with the flags. A further thanks to 
our school captains and Year 12 
leadership team, including Reyaan 
Tanvir, David Petkovic, Seena 
Malak, Kritik Paudel and Year 8 
representation Om Pandya. 


Learning in HSIE 


For over 10 years Vin and Nancy 
Cosgrove from the Vietnam 
Veterans’ Association of 
Australia have been visiting 
*> our school and providing our 
Hy students with a first-hand 
account of their experiences 
 @-= during the Vietnam War. 
\ " We were so_ pleased to 
s welcome them back after last 
4 i year’s cancellation due to 
u& COVID-19. 


Year 10 students during the workshop 
investigated Australia’s involvement 
in the Vietnam War. They were 
also given the opportunity to dress 
in period clothing, as Australian 


Engineers, Infantry soldiers and 
Communication officers, as _ well 
9 


as hearing firsthand 
accounts from one of 
} our Vietnam Veterans. 
~ We thank Vin and 
» Nancy Cosgrove from 
the Vietnam Veteran’s 
association for their 
continued support in 
providing our students 
with this amazing 
experience. 













Year 7 History 


| In Term 1, Year 7 studied the topic 
‘Investigating the Ancient Past’ in 
- history. As part of this topic, students 
learned about the methods used by 
archaeologists to uncover the past. =; 
Year 7 had the chance to practise these jf 
methods through a cookie excavation. |” 
Students used their archaeological knowledge and skills to 
remove the chocolate chips from cookies using toothpicks. } 
Upon reflection, students said that their biggest challenge 
while excavating their cookies was 
not breaking the chocolate chips. 
This hands-on activity _demonstratec 
ithe students’ |f "= 
understanding 

of class content 
in a fun and 
engaging way. 
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HEAD TEACHER 
TEACHING & LEARNING 
Mr David Martin 


information about different events 
and aspects of BBHS below. 


Gifted and Talented Program 
(Year 7 2022) 


We are currently re-badging our 
Gifted and Talented program at 
Blacktown Boys to reflect the 
Department of Educations ‘High 
Potential and Gifted Policy’ (HPGE) 
which came into operation this year. 
Enrolled students seeking a boys’ 
education who wish to apply for 
the program will need to complete 
a written application and sit a 
selection test. This will occur later 
in the year than it has previously 
been held. Information about this 
will be published on our website 
and Facebook page, and will also 


; : Lf | f 
As we approach the halfway point 
of the year, there is plenty to look 
forward to still. Please find more 
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be communicated to students and 
their families during the enrolment 
process. 


Haka Warriors 


After finishing 4th in the 2020/2021 
Haka Warriors Competition, our 


participants are ready to participate 
again in 2021. As the coordinator for 
Haka Warriors, I was very impressed 
with how the boys came along and 
took ownership of the performance. 
It was great to see their identities 





erow and emerge in_ creative 
and productive ways. All of the 
participants should be proud of how 
they conducted themselves and who 
they became through the program. 
I’m looking forward to what they can 
achieve next time, and seeing how 
they can create a new Haka, now 
that we have some experience under 
our belts. Congratulations also to 
Braedyn, who received the individual 
leadership award. 


NAPLAN Online 


The 2021 NAPLAN Online tests 
have been delivered, and students 
receive their results later this year. 
Parents are reminded that these are 
diagnostic tests only, and do not go 
towards students’ reports or formal 
assessments. The tests provide the 
school with information to identify 
student needs and development in 
their literacy and numeracy. They are 
a snapshot of student progress only, 
and are supplemented with additional 
internal data, to provide greater 
information about the students’ 
needs. 
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Tournament of Minds 


BBHS will participate in Tournament 
of Minds again in 2021, and we are 
looking for willing participants! If 
you enjoy or are interested in solving 
real-world problems, creating 
performances, and creative thinking, 
Tournament of Minds is for you. 
Teams of 7 students compete to solve 
problems creatively, demonstrating 
their solution to difficult challenges 
as part of a 10-minute performance. 
Each team must include at least 
2 Year 7 students. Please see Mr 
Martin, Ms Villanueva or Ms Tang 
if interested, and listen to Home 
Room announcements for more 
information. 


Learning Support Team 


The Learning Support Team will 
continue to support students in all 
years depending on their learning 
needs. Although we provide literacy, 
numeracy and social support, we 
are also focused on helping older 
students on the right pathway, and 
assisting them in working towards 
their RoSA and HSC. All schools 
are required to provide data about 
the type of support they provide 
to students as part of the NCCD, 
a survey that occurs at the start of 
Term 3. If you have any questions or 
would like further information about 
the NCCD, please contact me. 


EAL/D 


Last but certainly not least, I would 
like to welcome our new EAL/D 
teacher, Ms Sharma. She will be 
working with students to assist them 
in their acquisition and development 
of English, and has already begun 
meeting many of these students to 
identify areas for ongoing support. 
Part of her role will be taking on the 
Macquarie Mentoring program, and I 
would like to extend my thanks to Ms 
Semerci who ensured the program 
continued in Semester | of 2021. 
Below is a message from Ms Sharma 


introducing herself: 


“T am an EAL/D teacher with over 
10 years teaching experience with 
knowledge in EAL pedagogies. I 
would love to share my enthusiasm 
with the learners in this platform. 
I have been working with diverse 
learners of all levels with expertise 
as a Senior EAL/D English HSC 
marker, as 
well as a 
NAPLAN 
marker. I 
am looking 
forward to 
working 
with you 
all.” 

ACTING HEAD TEACHER 


INCLUSIVE EDUCATION 
Mrs Rimlesh Rai 








An exciting and fun filled Term | has 
ended with the exciting news that a 
Year 7 student from our multicategory 
class, Coopa Jackson, has come first 
in the 200m race competing with the 
rest of his age group in the athletics 
carnival. He also came second in 
the 100 m race including second in 
high jump. A very proud moment for 
the student, parents, and teachers of 
Inclusive Education Faculty. 


The students have been able to 
participate in activities such as the 
Basketball, peer support program, 
and athletics carnival. Multi 
categorical students have already 
started to integrate into mainstream 
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lessons such as Food Technology and 
Music from Term 1. In Term 2 they 
will be integrating into Industrial 
Technology lessons. Thank you 
to the TAS and CAPA faculty for 
catering for the learning needs of 
the Inclusive students at Blacktown 
Boys High. 


Our students in Years 9 and 10 have 
started to attend TAFE courses such 
as Cyber Security and will soon 
start work experience to get the 
knowledge of being out in the world 
outside school, and applying the life 
skills they have acquired at school. 
Thanks goes to the Careers Advisor 
for organising the Cyber Security 
course. 


The staff of the Inclusive education 
Faculty are doing a great job in 
nurturing all students to become 
independent and responsible citizens. 
Ms Sevenoaks is pursuing her studies 
in a Masters of Inclusive Education 
and is a great asset to the faculty. She 
runs breakfast club for the students in 
the faculty together with the School 
Learning Support Officers. 


As a relieving Head Teacher of the 
Inclusive Education faculty, I feel 
proud and am enthusiastic about 
moving the faculty forward with great 
teaching and many more upcoming 
programs. 


I am looking forward to having a 
great Term 2 together with students 
and teachers of the Inclusive faculty. 


Rimlesh Rai 


Acting Head _ Teacher 
Education Faculty 


Inclusive 
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CAREER ADVISER 
Mr Trevor Hodges 





Blacktown Boys’ students have been 
actively involved in TAFE NSW’s 
Youth Engagement Strategy PLUS 
(the YES+ program), which helps 
students engage with learning in 
a hands-on environment at TAFE. 
Students get support to develop 
individual learning plans, engage in 
vocational taster courses and receive 
ongoing mentoring, counselling and 
career advice. The program gets 
students out of the school setting 
and into TAFE-style learning and 
on relevant industry sites. The YES 
program is based upon the idea that 
there are many ways and places 
that learning can occur and _ that 
mainstream education is not for 
everyone. 


YES has ongoing flexible enrolments 
and a personalised learning approach. 
YES operates as a ‘school within 
a school’ with its own timetable 
and broad and diverse curriculum 
offerings from Years 9 to 12. These 
integrate with the wider school 
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community allowing students to 
engage on different levels with the 
program as needs require or emerge. 


Cyber security was very popular 
with our students as 12 boys 
enrolled and attended the course at 
TAFE Blacktown. As one student 
commented: ‘Cyber security is 
growing by over 12% per annum and 
is one of the most important industries 
to the safety of world economies and 
personal securities and freedoms’. 


Robotics at TAFE Blacktown 
attracted 14 students from Blacktown 
Boys. The program is concentrating 
on the software programing language 
and peripherals in the world of 
robotics. This is in line with how 
companies like Tesla utilise robotics 
in car manufacturing. 


Western Sydney Careers Expo at 
Olympic Park Homebush will be on 
Thursday the 24 June. Students of 
Year 12 will have the opportunity 
to speak with over 120 providers 
from trades, TAFE, Universities and 
private providers. Multiple HSC 
Study Strategies Seminars, such as, 
Extension Mathematics and English, 
History, Sciences, | Economics, 
studying tips and tricks are also 
offered in the 4 seminar rooms at the 
Expo. Parents of all grades will have 
the opportunity to 
attend the seminar 
over the weekend, 
| 26and 27 of June. 


- 
i 


Yours sincerely, 
' Trevor Hodges 


Careers Adviser 
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TEACHER LIBRARIAN 
Mr Patrick Everingham 





: : Ty ys 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 2021 
The NSW _ Premier’s’ Reading 
Challenge is open again for 2021. The 
aim of the challenge is to encourage 
students to read widely for enjoyment 
and knowledge. Participation in the 
challenge will improve their reading 
and writing skills and expose them to 
a wide range of ideas and situations 
which will be of positive help in 
their developing intellectual and 
emotional maturity. 


All boys from BBHS from years 
7, 8 and 9 are invited to enter the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge for 
2021, and continue the recent history 
of attainment at Blacktown Boys 
High in this area. 


Students who achieve this. will 
be awarded a Premiers Reading 
Challenge Certificate. If they have 
completed the challenge 4 times 
they will receive a Gold Certificate 
and if they have completed the 
challenge 7 times they will receive 
a Platinum Certificate. If a Year 9 
student has completed the challenge 
every year from Year 3 to Year 9 
the will recetve a PRC Medal from 
the Premier’s Department. See the 
librarian Mr Everingham if you have 
any questions about it. 
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Past participants of the Premier’s Reading Challenge will know that they are 
required to read 20 books between March 1* and 20" August 2021. Of these 
books 5 are free choice and the remaining 15 are from the PRC 7-9 Booklist. 


Students often imagine that many of the books from the 7-9 Booklist are 
difficult and demanding. This is partly true in that booklist does contain 
some books by authors like Mark Twain or Charles Dickens or Tolkien which 
will challenge the great majority of Year 7 students, but there are also many 
books which are humorous and based on illustrations which many students 
can access and will read for pleasure. In this way all the students in Years 7, 
8 and 9 can participate in the Reading Challenge 2021 if they wish. 


Some examples of these humorous illustrated books in the BBHS Library 


from the PRC 7-9 Booklist are: 





HEAD TEACHER 
CAPA 
Mrs Kate Burne 





Things are planned to happen in 2021 
for CAPA & LOTE. Already students 
in Year 8 have been navigating the 
topic of ‘JOURNEY BOAT” and 
reverting to ancient times as well as 
traversing the present in Visual Arts. 
Names that are making themselves 
known through their artmaking 
are Hamza Akbari, Pranat Mishra, 
Abhiyith Sanu, Zakar Ahmed, 


ee er aol 
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MAKES THE GABE 


Danusan Akilan, Kush Patel, Keval 
Patel and Arthur Wang, Woonlee 
Wong, and Ali Naderi Tehrani. In 
Year 8 Nouradeen Baghdadi has 
been investigating, exploring and 
experimenting with materials and 
ideas to create some mini-engineered 
projects, which is welcomed. STAGE 
5 are engaged in programs of study 
inclusive of wellbeing, and very 
exciting work is emerging, while 
Year 7 continue with the OCEANS 
2148 program where all things beach, 
summer and water are explored. 
Visual Arts teachers are Ms Zaw, Ms 
Hunter, Mr Conley & Ms Miggins 
with the Head Teacher being Mrs 
Burne. 


In Music Mr Shiel has been renovating 
and rearranging the technical sound 
studio to the enthusiastic interest 
of his elective students, in Year 9 
and Year 10. In this way the whole 
concept of Music study has been 
elevated, and transported, into the 
digital world. However, In Mrs 
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Burne’s room at lunchtime a more 
traditional approach is evident, with 
many Year 7 piano players presenting 
to demonstrate their ability and 
interest in keyboard. The piano in 
this room has a nice mellow note 
and the level of ability has been very 
good. Ms Zaw and Mr Conley make 
up the department in Music directed 
by Mr Shiel. 


Unfortunately, this year due to 
COVID-19, the 2020 CAPA Camp 
and the excursion to the Bowral 
Cricket Academy had to be either 
cancelled or postponed, as bookings 
are made the year _ preceding. 
However, these are popular and will 
be on the agenda for 2022. 


Mr Pace teaches Italian and co- 
ordinates technology within the 
school and makes up the LOTE 
component of the faculty. Students 
are reminded to engage with 
language in oral form and to continue 
to research culture, and to complete 
all homework and projects that have 
been set. 


We look forward to meeting parents 
as opportunity presents, especially 
at our annual exhibition and 
performance evening called Café 
d’ Art. This is held in August and 
provides a platform for performance 
for the HSC Music students and 
others, along with an exhibition space 
for Visual Arts. Awards are given on 
the night. Students are working to task 
at present and have been reminded 
about the positives attached to 





HEAD TEACHER 
PDHPE 
Ms Tahnee Lovering 





RYDA Year 11 course 


Year 11 students have been given 
the opportunity to attend the award- 
winning RYDA_ Road _ Safety 
Education workshop. RYDA is 
designed for 16-17-year olds as they 
begin to drive or ride in cars driven 
by their peers. This workshop, 
which supports classroom learning as 
part of a broader program, provides 
students with the tools, habits and 
motivation to act and stay safe on our 


Term 2 topics and assessment tasks 


roads, throughout their lives, as both 
drivers and passengers. Students do 
not need to have their licence to take 
part in the workshop. This program 
is a mandatory course at Blacktown 
Boys High School in order for 
students to meet the Road Safety unit 
within the Government Endorsed 
Life Ready Program. We hope that 
we have a high level of participation 
from our students. 


This is the perfect time in students’ 
lives to engage in this program as it 
addresses, in a real and practical way, 
the many dangers and challenges 
young people face on our roads. In 
small groups, students work with 
facilitators to develop and practise 
personalised strategies and _ life 
skills, which will help them make 
positive choices, both as drivers and 
highly influential passengers. The 
workshop combines personal stories, 
demonstrations and _ interactive 
activities to ensure that students are 
engaged during the sessions. 


Information regarding the RYDA 


excursion is detailed below: 


Date 25/05/2021 

Venue Blacktown Boys High 
School (Incursion) 

Time 9:10am — 2:20pm 

Cost $22 per student 

Year 7 Aussie Hoops 


This term, Year 7 sport students had 
the opportunity of participating in an 
Aussie Hoops Basketball program. 
Aussie Hoops is a national program 
which provides an environment where 
children of all abilities can achieve 
on the court and reap the rewards 
of skill development, enhanced 
self-esteem, social co-operation 
and grassroots sports participation. 
Aussie Hoops introduced Year 7 
to basketball in a structured and 
accredited environment that connects 
basketball at the grassroots through to 
the elite level. The national coaching 
curriculum and sequentially- 
developed program consisted of 
warm-up games, skill activities 
and modified games delivered by 
accredited coaches. 


Prac - Fundamental Movement Skills & Composition 


7PDHPE 


Relationships 


Theory - Relationships 


Prac - This is Me 
Theory - Net/Court 


S9PDHPE 


9PASS 


Prac - Safe Behaviours 
SPDHPE NIL N/A 
Theory - Fitness Games 


Prac - Invasion Games 
10PDHPE Movement Analysis Week 8 
Theory - Movement Analysis 


10PAS1 
10PASC1 
11PDHPE 
11SLR 
12PDHPE 


12SLR 
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Health Priorities in Australia 
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SPORT CO-ORDINATOR 
Mr Daniel Fabricato 








Sydney West Swimming 


On Tuesday 20 April 7 boys went 
out to Sydney a Aquatic 


Centre to compete 

at the Sydney 

West Swimming | , 
Championships. \ (= Rat 
All boys did Ml; 


themselves 
and the school (ess 
proud. A huge By 4 
congratulations # 
to Alessandro Sal 
Elemento and fis) | 
members of the | : at 
12 yrs 4x50m [aoe 
freestyle relay | 9% 
teams for 
successfully 
making it to the CHS Swimming 
Championships held from the 28 - 30 
April at Sydney Olympic Park. 


\ 


Cross Country 


After a downpour of rain which saw 
the postponement of the school cross 
country, the weather finally cleared 
up and allowed us to run the carnival 
at the end of last term. All students 
from 7-12 participated in this event 
which made it a great spectacle to see 
so many students testing themselves 
at long distance running. Students 
who finished in the top 8 from their 
age group have now been handed 
a note for the Blacktown Zone 
Cross Country. A fantastic effort by 
everyone and in particular our age 
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GE 4 spot at the Blacktown Zone 
E Athletics Carnival, and of course 


(i 
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= § not only competing in events, but 
T8 also in cheering their fellow house ___ 
ie ual members on. Congratulations to the : 
following students on becoming 


champions: Blacktown Zone Cross Country 


12 Years Shrey Godla On Friday 30th April the BBHS 
[a Wear. Wasa Zand Cross Country team competed at 
the Blacktown Zone Cross Country 
14 Years Neelesh Dey Carnival at Wyndham College. All 
15 Years Luis Contreras Villajuan the students ran very well and we 
. had 15 students progress to Sydney 
pe meas ee aaaey West Cross Country held at Sydney 
17+ Years Michael Hodges ei on June 9. 
Athletics Carnival > ae 
Tuesday 30" March saw 


our students compete % 
at our annual BBHS |} 
Athletics Carnival 7 
held at Blacktown | oe 





Sportspark. With | > | 
COVID-19 resulting ™ 
in the cancellation of the event last 
year, our students were eager to get 
onto the track and earn themselves 


house points for their house. With 
all events running at a maximum 
capacity it was fantastic to see so 
many students getting involved: 


| BBHS Athletics Age Champions: 


12 Years Avasthi Iresh 
13 Years Ernest Alai 
Coopa Jackson 
14 Years Suhaan Khinda 
15 Years Avilash Tharmanesan 
16 Years Justice Pinono 
17+ Years Tevita Sultana 


All students finishing top 2 in their & aa bee oe 
age event | Pie RRR Ne 
have qualified "ayQmuriewtes Wes 
for the Pere re tee 
| 


Zon e tag 
Athletics @ 

Carnival held 7a 
in Week 6. 





On 


Boys’ Opens 
Basketball 





game to be rescheduled from the 


previous Tuesday, only making the = 


boys more eager to play. We initially 
won the tip off and for most of the 
first half the scores were very close, 
with each team going basket for 
basket. By half time we had managed 
to be in the lead. 


The second half started with a flurry 
of quick points from Evans. With 
some amazing shooting by Karl De 
Leon and Patrick Baylosis from the 
3-point line, we were able to extend 
our lead. By this stage however, 
Evans were running into foul trouble 
and both teams were beginning to tire. 
Omer Ramli’s and Justice Pinono’s 
dominance in the key lifted the spirits 
of the team allowing Blacktown 
to edge ahead of Evans. The clock 
slowly wound down and Blacktown 
was able to secure the win 64 to 58. 
Evans High School was gracious in 
defeat and were very evenly matched 
with our team. Our next round game 
is an away game against Mitchell 
High School, coming off of a bye in 
Round 1, to be played in the next few 
weeks. 


Mr Shiel and N Mr r Mills 


Tuesday | ' 
23 February fp i 
the Blacktown Soe 


team hosted a | 
game against 
Evans High School at Blacktown (i 
PCYC. The weather had caused the 







This year saw 
a mostly new 
team with a lot 
of our previous 
team members 
having 
graduated last year. Considering the 
amount of trainings were affected 
by wet weather, the boys all still 
learnt a great amount about the 
game of baseball, its many rules 
and intricacies. Unfortunately, on 
game day (26 February), Mitchell 
High had far too many experienced 
and representative players, which 
assisted them in coming away with 
the win. The final score was 7-3 and 
although we didn’t get the win, the 
boys made some very impressive 
plays in the field and hit well. We are 
looking forward to developing this 
team more at the end of the year, in 
preparation for next year. 


Oe 


Congratulations to the following 
boys for representing our school with 
pride in the BBHS Ravens baseball 
team: 


Rayyan Alavi, Krish Amin, Yashank 


all ae E 


eater 
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i Bhatt, Onirban = Julovi, 
teag Naraian Manimaran, Nirmay 
mm Maru, Aadil Patel, Hirang 
= = Patel, Khush Patel, Mantra 


fe Patel, Vraj Patel, Kritik 
J Paudel, Justice Pinono, 
__ Tevita Sultana. 
| Ms Lovering 
Another big 
day for our 
——— = Opens‘ Tennis 
y pnt * teams who 
(e | had a_ second- 
round win. 


Our tennis team played against 


Girraween High School and 
won the matches: 5 - l. A big 
achievement for this team, as 


winning the second-round match, 
away from home against a strong 
Girraween team, is a massive effort. 
The team spirit was a strong factor in 
our win with “Manager” Dev Patel 
on hand to carry racquets, and help 
organise and support our players. 
Our reserve players Yug and Diren 
were unable to attend, but had helped 
prepare today’s players, and acted as 
up-to-speed back-ups in case another 
player was suddenly unable to play. 


Results for the 2 doubles 
and 4 _ singles matches’ were: 
Doubles: Bojan and _ Akilesh 
3-2: Arman and Khush_ 0-3 
Singles: Bojan 3-0, Akilesh 
3-0, Arman 3-2 & Khush 3-1. 
Congratulations boys on _ your 


success and good sportsmanship. 
Mrs Turner 





On Monday I“ March 2021, 25 
students represented BBHS at the 
Blacktown Zone Swimming Carnival 
held at Blacktown Aquatic Centre. 
All the students swam brilliantly, in 
particular Elijah Aviles and Hasla 
Uyane Hewage, who were Age 


Champions for their respective age 
groups. We wish those students and 
all other students the best of luck at 
the Sydney West Swimming Carnival 
on Tuesday 23™ March at Sydney 
Olympic Park. 






Alo 


On 24th March our 
Volleyball team travelled 
to Chifley College senior 
campus in Mt _ Druitt, 
the game was_ very 
competitive, however the 
boys struggledtoovercome  —_/ 
a determined Chifley side. 
Congratulations to the 4% 
boys for their time and | 
effort they have put in to 
the team. Better luck next 
time. 


Swimming aes 





On Thursday the 4th March 10 boys travelled to 
Plumpton High School in order to play Doonside 
High in the knockout volleyball competition. The 
| | boys were down two sets to one, however managed 
(ley ha VV to rally together to overcome a determined Doonside 

squad and secure the win. The boys will continue to 
improve and are now set to move the second round. 
Congratulations. 








On Friday 5 March, students 
travelled to Muirfield High School 
in the first round of the Open 
Boys Soccer competition. The 
game started at a frantic pace 
as Muirfield opened the scoring 
in the first two minutes. BBHS 
grabbed an early equaliser and 
within a 20 minute period the 
scores were locked at 2-2. Just before half time, Agnik Podder tucked away a 
great pressing movement from Delwyn Roy to give BBHS a 3-2 lead at half 
time. Unfortunately the boys come out after half time a bit slow and could 
not clear the ball out of their own box to give Muirfield a chance with scores 
tied at 3-3. The scores remained level at the end of normal time so the match 
went into 10 minutes each way golden goal, meaning whoever scores a goal 
first wins, otherwise the match will go into a penalty shootout. 


With 2 minutes left to play until a penalty shootout, Muirfield grabbed a 
see!) match winner through a contentious foul given away near ‘the edge 


ea | I keep pining whilst we had no subs on the bench due to cramps and 
_ niggling injuries. 


HEAD TEACHER 
TAS 
Mr Satendra Prasad 





In the TAS faculty we nurture 
a vibrant learning culture that 
enables our students to emerge 
empowered and resilient individuals, 
solutions-focused and contributing 
dynamically as active leaders in the 
community. Our learning focuses on 
excellence in academic attainment 
and diverse curricular enrichment 
with an emphasis on student growth, 
leadership and strong partnerships. 


To achieve academic excellence, 
we engage in high quality evidence- 
informed practices to critique, 
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evaluate and implement effective 
pedagogy, assessment and feedback 
structures with an explicit focus on 
knowledge and skills development. 
This will prepare the students to apply 
the transferable skills in new settings 
to make positive contributions in 
a rapidly changing technological 
world. 


In December 2020, the TAS 
faculty made a submission to ‘The 
Sustainable Schools Grant Program’. 
It is an educational infrastructure 
investment program of NSW 
Department of Education with a focus 
of assisting in developing innovative 
hands-on projects to make the school 
environment more _ sustainable. 
Blacktown Boys High schools project 
dubbed “The Journey to Fork” aims 
to take a whole-school approach 
to build water efficient vegetable 
gardens and a worm farm, improving 
the school’s overall attitude towards 
caring for the environment and 
reusing, recycling and harnessing 
rain water for sustainability. It 
also aims to extend the gardening 
experiences to our new inclusive 
education students and indigenous 
community for connecting with 
the land and respecting the land. 
Upon completion of the initial set 
up and implementation process, a 
wider schooling community such as 
Blacktown Girls High and Blacktown 
North Public schools will be able to 
access the facilities to broaden their 
knowledge and skills with gardening 
and sustainability. To complement 
the Technology Mandatory syllabus 
for Agriculture, the school will have 
a dedicated link on the website with 
progress of the project, and data for 
other schools without such facilities 
to gain updated research for their 
studies in this field. On 1 April, the 
Department announced that as part 
of this program, Blacktown Boys 
High School will be getting a grant 
of about $15,000 which will include 
a new sustainable garden and other 


improvements to learning, access to 
Agriculture and watering facilities 
in the school. The project needs 
to be completed by the end of this 
year. We look forward to engaging 
in design and planning of our new 
learning spaces for Agriculture in the 
near future. The School community 
has been seeking improvements in 
this area for many years and I would 
like to thank everyone who _ has 
supported us in these endeavours in 
planning and successfully making 
the submission. 


Year 7 have now successfully 
transitioned into high school and 
it is wonderful to see so many new 
friendships being made. I am very 
impressed with the high standard 
that has been achieved by our Year 7 
cohort especially with their uniform, 
attendance and engagement. Year 
7 have made great progress in 
Technology Mandatory classes and 
have completed the first rotation of the 
nominated Technology specialisation 
cycle. They have started the second 
rotation and the final rotation 1s 
planned for end of Term 3. I would 
like to congratulate the cohort for 
being safe and compliant in their 
classes and bringing appropriate 
equipment such as safety leather 
shoes for practical lessons. 


All the classes doing TAS courses 
have completed at least one of the 
Assessment tasks and the teachers 
have already given feedback to the 
students. I would like the students 
to take time to reflect on teachers’ 
feedback and follow the advice 
to excel further in their chosen 
courses. There are more assessments 
scheduled. Please refer to the 
assessment task schedules for more 
details. Year 12 Industrial Technology 
Timber and Furniture as well as 
Industrial Technology Multimedia 
classes are well underway with the 
design and construction of their 
HSC major projects. These projects, 
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together with the folios are worth 
60% and I encourage the students to 
keep up the momentum as the projects 
are due on 5" August. Since all the 
TAS courses use consumables, may I 
remind all the students to please pay 
your appropriate subject fees as they 
are absolutely necessary to purchase 
your materials for practicals. If you 
are having issues, please see the Head 
Teacher TAS to discuss options. 


YEAR 7 2022 
YEAR ADVISER 
Ms Chloe Alfonso 





On April 29, BBHS invited Year 6 
students and parents to attend the 
Year 7 2022 Information Afternoon. 


The night = started with an 
acknowledgement of — country 
followed by Mr Calleja’s warm 
welcome and Principal’s address. 
Our hardworking Year 10 students 
produced an excellent promotional 
video for the school which was 
then debuted for the parents. Mr 
Martin presented on the Gifted and 
Talented program that would run in 
2022, and we heard some amazing 
speeches from Rayaan Tanvir (Year 
12), Vikas Chikmath (Year 7) and 
Zakarayya Shaideen (Year 7) about 
their experiences at BBHS so far. 
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The final session had our SRC tour 
for the Year 6 students around the 
school to meet our wonderful staff 
and get a taste of the Blacktown Boys’ 
way of learning. Many praises and 
thanks were sung for the leadership of 
our SRC, and the faculties’ displays 
of learning. 


We look forward to meeting our 
future Blacktown Boys in 2022! 





YEAR 7 YEAR ADVISER 
Ms Cindy Tang 





Congratulations on finishing Term 
1 of High School. I would like to 
thank all our Year 7 families for 
their support in helping their son 
transition into Year 7. Term 1 was a 
busy term for Year 7s with many key 
events. We also finished Term 1 with 
a year meeting, progress reports and 
permission notes for the Year 7 Peer 
Support Camp. 


By Term 2, students should have 
established a regular routine in terms 
of having a sleep schedule, packing 
their bags and travelling to and from 


school. They should have become 
familiar with the layout of the school, 
their classes, school policies and 
expectations. 


I would also like to make a special 
mention to the following students for 
actively participating in school and 
extracurricular activities. 


Student of the Term 















Zakarayya Shaideen 
Junior Debating Team 
Jonathan Nischal 
Zakarayya Shaideen 
Vikas Chikmath 
Haka Warriors 
Jesoni Kalaveti 
Sione Pule 
Baxter Mokalei 
Ernest Ala 
Lea-’ae-Fafangu Manuha’apai 
Athletics Carnival Age Champions 
Ernest Ala 
Coopa Jackson 
Cross Country Age Champion 


Shrey Godla 
Swimming Carnival 


Eliaah Aviles 

Aryan Mandri 

Zakarayya Shaideen 
Knockout Volleyball 

CJ Mediana 


Cadets representative for ANZAC 
assembly 


Adam Massoud 


Year 6 Information evening 
speakers 


Zakarayya Shaideen 
Vikas Chikmath 


I encourage all the year 7s to listen 
out for the announcements regarding 
school clubs, sporting — try-outs, 
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excursions and other extracurricular 
events and to get themselves actively 
involved in BBHS’s community. 


Here are some reminders for Year 7s: 
School Diaries 


Thank you to all the students who 
have been diligently bringing their 
diaries to school. Having a diary 

ew provides students 
1) ®@ with an opportunity 
to take ownership 
} of their learning and 
also gives them skills 
| in organisation. 
I encourage all 
students to use a 
school diary to 
' keep track of their 


Ss 


' 
= *- | = — — 
i i 
bs i | 7 
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learning, or to consider a tangible 
way to monitor their homework, key 
events and assessments. 


We have a limited number of 
Blacktown Boys’ High School 
diaries/planners for 2021 available at 
the front office for $4.00. 


Year 7 Cohort Google Classroom 


There is a google classroom for 
communication between myself 
and Year 7s. I post up important 
information for Year 7s such as 
sport trials, debating and the various 
extracurricular groups that Year 7s 
can join at recess and lunch. 


Progress Reports 


Students received their progress 
reports at the end of Term 1. The 
progress reports outline how the 
student is transitioning in each 
subject. Students will receive formal 
school reports at the end of Term 2. 


Uniform 


Just a reminder that the expectation 
for school uniform consists of 
wearing black leather shoes. Students 
should only be in sport shoes on their 
designated sport day on Monday. 
If students are out of uniform, they 
need to see the HT of Admin before 
the start of homeroom to get an out of 
uniform pass. 


Student ID card 


Students will be receiving their 
School ID card and they are expected 
to bring their card to school daily. An 
ID card is also a good opportunity 
to discuss with students the 
responsibilities of ensuring that they 
are accountable for their personal 
belongings. Students who lose their 
ID will need to pay for a new one. 


Year 7 Peer Support Camp 


Year 7 camp will be held in Term 
3 (16/08 - 18/08) at the Collaroy 
Centre. Students will need to return a 
deposit and their permission notes in 
early Term 2 to secure their place for 


the camp. Spare notes can be found 
at the front office. 


NAPLAN 


Year 7s will be taking their 
NAPLAN tests during week 4-5 of 
Term 2. The test will be delivered 
online and students will be asked to 
bring earphones/headphones. More 
information will be provided near 
the date. 


NAPLAN 


NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
Literacy and Numeracy 


Half-Yearly Assessments 


Week 6 of Term 2 will be the 
assessment period for Year 7s. 
Students will be receiving timetables 
showing when their exams will be on 
during this period. 


High Resolves Incursion 


Students will be attending an 
incursion for High Resolves during 
Term 2. High Resolves is a program 
that looks at being global citizens 
in a diverse and dynamic world. 
Permission notes will be out closer 
to the date. 


Questions about school 


Students are encouraged to talk to 
their teachers or myself if they have 
any questions or concerns about 
school, their classes, homework or 
peer relationships. Parents who have 
questions can email the school or 
contact me on the school number: 
9622 1558. 


Semester 1 reports and parent- 
teacher interviews 


Students will be receiving their 
Semester 1 report at the end of this 
term. More information about this 
will be provided at a later date. 


I look forward to working with the 
Year 7s and their families. 
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YEAR 8 YEAR ADVISER 
Ms Victoria Zaw 





Dear students, parents and guardians, 
welcome back to Term 2! 


This term has great importance. 
Across subjects, students will be 
completing assessment tasks and 
Half-Yearly examinations based on 
their knowledge and understanding 
of Term 1 and 2 subject content. 
Results and reports of your son’s 
progress and performance in these 
assessments will be distributed at 
the end of the term, in the Semester 
1 reports. 


I would like to congratulate those 
students who excelled andrepresented 
our school in zone cross-country, zone 
athletics, zone swimming, Buckley 
Shield, the e-sports competition and 
debating. All students are encouraged 
to join and engage in the many extra- 
curricular activities on offer. Ensure 
that you are listening each morning 
in Homeroom, reading our Year 8 
EDMODO page and Facebook page 
for notices and more information on 
upcoming events. 


Coming up this term: 


* Week 2 - 27 April 2021 
Police Liaison presentation 


* Week 3 - BACC program 
commencing (nominated 
students only) 


* Week 6 - 24-28 May 2021 
Assessment Week for Year 8 
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* Week 7 - Wednesday 
High Resolves Incursion 


* Week 9 - Semester | 
reports distributed 


* Week 10 - Junior Parent 


Teacher Evening 


YEAR 9 YEAR ADVISER 
Ms Kathleen Villanueva 





Year Meeting 


with Police 
Liaison Officer 
This term 
Year 9 were 


welcomed back 
to school with 
a presentation 
from our Police Liaison Officer, Aly 
Watts, on cyber safety and the laws 
related to fights. The students were 
able to take away a lot of valuable 
information from the presentation, to 
help them to make more positive and 
safe decisions. One takeaway from 
the talk was the acronym AWARE, 
which helps to remind students what 
they should think about before they 
share information online. 





A ppropriate — Is the content suitable 
to be shared online? 

W ho — Who can see what is shared? 
A ccurate — Is the content being 
shared accurate? 

R espectful — Is the post respectful 
of others? 

E nvironment — What 1s the 
environment of the post and should 
this be shared? e.g. Background may 


indicate a location/home. 


The link below is provided for 
more information on_ cybersafety 
for parents/carers to access. https:// 
www.thinkuknow.org.au/index.php/ 
resources-tab/parents-and-carers 


NAPLAN 


NAPLAN 1s a literacy and numeracy 
assessment program that has been 
completed by all Year 9 students. 
It consists of 4 tests; reading, 
writing, conventions of language 
(spelling, grammar and punctuation) 
and numeracy. These tests were 
conducted online, at school during 
the 11 - 21 May. The results of the 
assessment will provide students with 
an indicator of their demonstrated 
skills at a particular point in time. 


Getting Involved! 


BBHS offers a range of extra- 
curricular activities outside of normal 
classes! It varies from athletics 
and sports, to creativity and music, 
logic and problem-solving | skills, 
and much, much more. There is an 
activity to suit everyone’s interests! 
Year 9 is encouraged to participate in 
as many extra-curricular activities as 
they can. Being a part of an activity 
Opens up opportunities to learn 
new things, improve skills, meet 
new people and of course have fun. 
Examples of some activities that 
some Year 9’s have participated in 
last term were debating, knockout 
tennis, and Pi day. 


Parent Teacher Evening 


Upcoming this term is Parent Teacher 
Evening. It is a great opportunity to 
meet all of your son’s teachers and 
learn of his progress 1n his studies in 
each of his subjects. These meetings 
are only scheduled once a year, and 
are important in ensuring your son 
is working towards achieving all 
learning outcomes. It will also give 
youachance to clarify and discuss any 
questions you might have regarding 
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his Semester | reports. Bookings are 
made online in the Parent Portal. If 
you do not have access to this, update 
your email address at the front office 
to receive an access key. 


YEAR 10 YEAR ADVISER 
Ms Amie Cookson 





I would like to welcome all students 
back to Term 2, which is set to be a 
busy one. This term students in Year 
10 can look forward to valuable 
information presented by our Police 
Liaison Officer, improvement in 
social skills and resilience through 
our annual High Resolves incursion, 
our ABCN visit, online careers expo 
to begin exploring options for the 
future and a variety of extra-curricular 
opportunities to help students begin 
building their portfolio. I would like 
to remind students that with all these 
events coming up, it 1s imperative 
that students listen to daily 
announcements in homeroom, stay 
up to date with our Year 10 Google 
Classroom page, utilise a diary and 
exercise their organisational skills to 
ensure they are not missing important 
deadlines and opportunities. 
Similarly, with subject selection 
coming up at the beginning of next 
term, students should begin thinking 
about their choices for their senior 
study and researching to ensure they 
are choosing subjects that play to 
their strengths and interests. Finally, 
I would like to congratulate our Term 
1 student of the Term, Nosike who 
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demonstrated great leadership and 
school spirit throughout the term, Ali 
Yuldashev who 1s the 2021 16 Years 
age champion for Cross Country, and 
Avilash and Justice who were equal 
16 Years age champions in this year’s 
athletics carnival. Keep up the great 
work everyone and keep taking on all 
of the great opportunities on offer for 
you this term. 


MAX'S ASPIRATIONS IN YOUTH 
PARLIAMENT 


Maximus Pondal, BBHS student 
representing the electorate of 
Blacktown is one of more than 100 
passionate young people from across 
NSW selected to have the opportunity 
to participate in the Y NSW’s 2021 
Youth Parliament program. 


Youth Parliament consists of an 
eight-day camp where participants 
are split into committees and 
develop bills on issues important to 
them ahead of debate on the floor 
of NSW Parliament. At the end of 
camp, all pieces of youth legislation 
are presented to NSW Members of 
Parliament for consideration. 


The Year 10 student says that the 
Youth Parliament program has given 
him a place where he can represent the 
student’s voice. He is excited to put 
forward legislation that will present 
a seismic change in everyday society, 
as six pieces of legislation that had 
been passed in Youth Parliament 
have been made into law in New 
South Wales. He plans to make 
NSW declare a climate emergency, 
aiming to be the voice of people 
who want to achieve a better future 
for the next generation. He hopes, 
by incorporating different opinions 
from all sides, that NSW can see a 
more environmentally friendly and 
efficient society for the foreseeable 
future. 


“I am incredibly thrilled to be a 
part of the Environment committee 
and excited to get the chance to 


enact effective change, specifically 
in the area of the environment. It’s 
empowering to know that my voice 
will be heard on one of the largest 
platforms for youth in NSW. I’m 
looking forward to hearing the 
perspectives of other participants 
from around NSW and can’t wait to 
get the job done!” 


Since its inception in 2002, YNSW’s 
Youth Parliament Program has played 
an instrumental role in shaping 
public discourse and policy, with 
around two thousand participants and 
approximately half a dozen pieces 
of Y NSW Youth Parliament youth 
legislation being passed into NSW 
Law, including the recent Domestic 
Violence Disclosure Scheme. 


This is an incredible achievement 
for Maximus Pondal, and we look 
forward to following his journey in 
the Y NSW’s 2021 Youth Parliament 
program! 


For more information on the Y NSW’s 
2021 Youth Parliament program, 


visit: https://www.ymcansw.org. 
au/community-services/youth/ 
youth-parliament/ 
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YEAR 11 YEAR ADVISER 
Mr Andy Franjic 





Welcome to Term 2 to all our parents, 
carers and students. I hope you all 
had the opportunity to engage in 
some quality time with friends and 
family and are ready for another 
busy term of engagement in learning 
opportunities. 


Google Classroom 


Throughout the term I will continue 
to use the Year 11 Google Classroom 
page to provide relevant information 
to students and to remind them of 
upcoming events or opportunities 
that may arise. An example of this 
is the event outlined below (Virtual 
Careers Expo). 


Virtual Careers Expo 


Students were provided information 
on a ‘Careers Expo’ that is taking 
place in Week 2. Students that were 
interested in this opportunity needed 
to register online for the event. As 
long as they register, students will 
be able to access the information 
regarding this event. There will be 
over 50 exhibitors involved including 
universities, apprenticeship providers 
and a variety of industries for students 
to gain information on. 


RYDA Road Safety Program 


Students have the opportunity to 
participate in this valuable program 
that will provide them with valuable 
skills and knowledge that can be 
implemented on our roads. The 
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program is taking place on Tuesday, 
25" May (Week 6). It is imperative 
that students return their notes with 
payment as soon as possible to ensure 
they don’t miss out. 


Future Thinker’s Program 


I will be seeking expressions of 
interest from students who would 
like to be involved in this program 
for which places will be limited. It 
will involve travelling to an industry 
provider and working with mentors 
on project-based learning. Further 
information on this program will be 
forthcoming for students. 


Lifesaving Leadership Program 


Our students have been given an 
opportunity to complete a lifesaving 
course that will give them the 
qualification to work as a ‘Lifeguard’ 
upon successful completion. The 
course dates have been confirmed for 
early August and 10 students have 
expressed a desire to take part. 


Attendance Rates 


A reminder to all students that 
attending school every day is 
essential as senior students. If 
students are absent a note/medical 
certificate must be provided on the 
next day of attendance and provided 
to the Homeroom teacher. 


Student of the Term 


Congratulations to Hunter Fre1 who 
was the recipient of this award from 
Year 11 for Term 1. Hunter has been 
engaging well in his courses and has 
produced some great work. Keep it 


up. 





YEAR 12 YEAR ADVISER 
Ms Pembe Hussein 





Hello Year 12 students and Parents! 


Welcome back to your third term of 
your HSC school year. Not long left 
now till you obtain your hard-earned 
HSC certificate in your fancy cap 
and gown. I am so proud to see each 
student consistently strive to be their 
best self. We still have some work to 
do this term, however before I get to 
that I want to reflect on last term. 


Thank you to the students who 
displayed the true spirit of being 
a Blacktown Boy by attending 
the Swimming Carnival, Athletics 
Carnival and the Cross Country. 
Congratulations to Year 12’s David 
Petkovic for winning the 17s Age 
Champion Award at the Swimming 
Carnival. Year 12 students continue 
to model respect and maturity with 
their positive attitude and _ their 
excellent uniform. 


Congratulations to Jehan Mistry on 
the Student of the Term Award. Jehan 
commits wholeheartedly to studies, 
helps his peers and has excellent 
attendance. Keep up the good work, 
Jehan. 


Last term we began the Senior Career 
Seminars organised by the Careers 
Adviser, Mr Hodges. The visits have 
been very informative and insightful 
regarding the fantastic degrees, 
scholarships and facilities available 
at the Universities. There have been 
very productive conversations, with 
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student’s exploring tertiary pathways 
to reach their future aspirations. The 
sessions have continued this term by 
deepening the engaging discussions 
with a bigger selection Universities. 
Just a reminder that UAC guides 
were handed out and students are 
encouraged to attend the Careers 
Expo Excursion. If students have any 
further questions, please contact Mr 
Hodges. 


Year 12 are reminded to seek feedback 
from their teachers and to speak to 
their teachers regarding strategies to 
improve their quality of work and to 
resolve any outstanding N-awards. A 
platform where students can access 
this help is through the BBHS HSC 
Mentoring Program. Thank you to the 
teachers who have been participating 
in this program, where they have 
been guiding our students through 
their HSC journey. The BBHS HSC 
Mentoring Program is flourishing 
and students have been conducting 
very constructive discussions with 
their Teacher mentors. 


During Homeroom, many students 
have enlightened me with the 
fabulous study techniques they 
implemented, including setting up 
a calming workspace, listening to 
calming music and setting a realistic 
sleep schedule. These are effective 
study methods and very pleasing 
to hear. Other recommendations 
include: 


* Using colour coding notes 


* Mind mapping concepts and 
talking yourself through the details 


* Eliminating distractions 
* Practising questions 


Year 12 students should continue to 
refer to the NESA HSC Study Guide 
available here: 


https://www.educationstandards. 
nsw.edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/11-12/ 
hsc/hsc-student-guide/student-guide 
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This guide provides links to quizzes, 
past HSC examination papers and an 
examination checklist. 


NESA has also provided Parents with 
a HSC Study Guide available here: 


https://educationstandards.nsw. 
edu.au/wps/portal/nesa/parents/ 
parent-guide/high-school-hsc. 


As much as study is important, it is 
also important to remember to relax 
and remind yourself to communicate 
to those around you. Students are 
to ensure they are prioritising their 
health and wellbeing. Tips on staying 
healthy during the HSC can be found 
here: 


https://education.nsw. gov.au/ 
student-wellbeing/stay-healthy-HSC. 


In Week 5 of this term, we have 
our BBQ fundraiser coming up for 
the Year 12 Formal. Students are 
encouraged to raise awareness for 
the fundraiser and to participate in 
the festivities to create the memories 
that will be remembered. 


Later in this term, students will be 
provided with their Year 12 Semester 
1 Report and parents will 
be invited to attend the 
Senior Parent Teacher sa 
Night. More information jy | 

will be provided via the 


Sentral Parent Portal 
shortly. . 
At the beginning of Term 


3, Year 12 will sit their 
Trial Examinations. An 
Examination Timetable 
will be handed out to 
students at the end of 
the Term 2. Students 
will be reminded to 
follow the Examination | 
Rules and Regulations § 
that will be included am 
with the Examination Mi 
Timetable. They will be i 
explained to students 
with the handing out of 


the timetable. Students are reminded 
to read through their BBHS HSC 
Assessment Booklet they received 
at the beginning of Year 12 to ensure 
that they are aware of the rules and 
guidelines for assessments and 
also the syllabus outcomes that 
can be included for that particular 
assessment. 


I look forward to seeing you all soon 
at the Senior Parent Teacher Night. 


See you all soon, 


Ms Hussein 
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SRC CO-ORDINATOR 
Mr Gurpearl Singh 





At Blacktown Boys High School, 
the Student Representative Council 
(SRC) for students from Years 7 to 
11 1s guided by the SRC coordinator, 
Mr Gurpearl Singh. The SRC voices 
all students’ concerns by having one 
student representative from each 
Homeroom who listens, takes notes, 
and caters for the individual needs of 
their peers. 


SRC elections happen in early 
Term 1. Initially, an Expression of 
Interest (EOI) form is provided to 
all students. Students submit the EOI 
form to the SRC coordinator. Soon 
after, SRC elections are conducted. 
All of this is administered by the 
Student Leadership Team; that is, the 
Prefects and Captains. 


Following the SRC elections, the 
newly-elected SRC participate in an 
Orientation and Training Day. This 
day not only focuses on informing 
students about the roles and 
expectations of the SRC, but elevates 
the significance of team-building and 
leadership skills, time-management 
skills, and public speaking skills. It 
creates a strong networking team of 
like-minded adolescents who build 
on each other’s ideas for the wider 
school community. 


At the beginning of the Orientation 
and Training Day, the Student 
Leadership Team led a Human 
Bingo activity - see photograph 
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over below. This activity acted as 
an ice breaker, allowing students to 
introduce themselves to their peers 





in an engaging way and creating a 
sense of social awareness among 
the students. Later in the day, the 
SRC practised writing a Proposal. 
First, the SRC coordinator modelled 
the requirements of a Proposal and 
scaffolded a sample Proposal from 
2020. Next, the Student Leadership 
Team collaborated with the SRC 
to suggest some proposals for the 
school’s future vision. Finally, the 
SRC independently completed their 
proposals, which were reviewed 
and provided feedback from the 
SRC coordinator and peers. The 
photograph here shows SRC 


members working collaboratively. 





With over 700 students at BBHS of 
which 2% are from Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander backgrounds 
and 87% who speak a language other 
than English at their home, there 1s 
explicitly a wide array of students 
from cultural backgrounds attending 
BBHS. So, the SRC and Student 
Leadership Team also led Harmony 
Week in Term 1. 


For Harmony Week this year, BBHS 
celebrated the diverse cultural 


backgrounds ™" 
of students by _— 

conducting | 
a poster 
competition, |— 
celebrating | 
the traditional | 
dresses from | 
different 
cultures || 
around the a 
globe, and | 
participating 
in a 
Harmony Day Lesson. The poster 
competition encouraged all students 
to demonstrate their creativity by 
expressing their views about the 
different cultures at BBHS. The 
winner of the poster competition 
is shown above. To further elevate 
the significance of the diversity of 
cultures attending BBHS, the SRC 
created a Harmony Day Lesson. 
Every individual class was allowed 
to choose a Harmony Day activity 
from a list of prescribed activities, 
ranging from naming different 
cultural foods to saying greetings in 
different languages. 





Ue 


Currently, the SRC and Student 
| Leadership Team are 
collaborating to establish the 
Year 6 Transition Program. 
| This program aims to assist 
| Year 6 students who will 
© transition from Primary School 
to High School. For example, 
the members coordinating and 
administrating this program will run 
workshops to challenge stereotypes 
associated with high school. This 
program will run in collaboration 
with the Year Advisors at BBHS. 


Collectively, the SRC is strongly 
committed to voicing the concerns 
of the wider student community. The 
SRC believes that every student’s 
voice should be heard, and places 
students’ wellbeing at the highest 
level. 
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© eSafety Darents 


Live (ie cosh) parent 


and carey webiriars 





More dates for Parent 
webinar 


Friday 19 March 2021 is the National Day of 
Action against Bullying and Violence. This is 
an important day where Australian school 
communities stand together against bullying and 
violence. 


To support the initiative eSafety has scheduled 
new March dates for the Cyberbullying and 
online drama webinar for parents and 

carers. This webinar looks at how to support 
young people to have safe and respectful online 
relationships and what to do if things go wrong. 


Previous webinar attendees are welcome to 
extend this invitation to friends and family. 


For more about cyberbullying by visit our 
website. 
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LEAP 
Macquarie | 
Nene MACQUARIE 
UNIVERSITY 


Fifteen students in years 9 and 10 
are participating in the LEAP UP — 
Macquarie Program. This program is a 
Macquarie University initiative, which 
began in 2011. Many students from refugee backgrounds struggle not only 
with the academic side of schooling, but lack the background knowledge 
and cultural capital to understand and access the range of higher education 
options available to them and the available pathways on offer. It 1s within 
this space that the LEAP UP—Macquarie Mentoring program operates. The 
program aims to support the students to engage in school life, progress in 
their studies and plan their transition from high school to further education. 
Mentoring sessions run for approximately 11 weeks within the schools, with 
sessions being supervised by a Coordinating Teacher. 


The Macquarie program aims to support highs school students to engage in 
school life, progress in their studies and to plan their transition to higher 
education. The specific aims of the program are to assist students from 
refugee backgrounds to: 

- develop confidence, resilience and self-belief 

- raise aspirations towards further study 

- develop study and research skills 

- increase understanding of tertiary education pathways 
Mrs. Semerci 


Webinars for parents and carers 


F 
i 






Join one of our free webinars for parents and carers. 


These live webinars explore the latest research and they are a great way to learn 
how you can help your child develop the skills to be safer online. 


All sessions are delivered by eSafety's expert education and training team. 


eSafety's guide to parental controls 


This Term 2 webinar will look at how parents and carers can set up devices and 
apps to help kids and young people stay safe online. 


It is designed for parents and carers of children aged 4-13. 
It will cover: 


the benefits and limitations of parental controls 

how to set up iOS and Android devices for safety| 

how to set up popular games and apps like YouTube and Roblox for safety 
using family tech agreements and other parenting strategies to manage online 
risks 

e how eSafety can help when things go wrong. 


This webinar will include practical tips, demonstrations and advice. 


Dates (Australian Eastern Standard Time) 
Tuesday 6 June 12.30 to 1.30 pm 


Wednesday 16 June 7.30 to 6.30 pm 
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©» eSafety parents 


What is Discord? 


Discord is a social chat platform 
commonly used by online gamers 
that is available on computers and 
mobile devices, and accessible via 
a web browser. It lets you create a 
profile and interact with other users 
via online messaging, voice or 
video chat. You can share images, 
files and links to other services. 
The paid subscription option lets 
you upload larger file sizes, gives 
additional options for appearance 
customisation, and provides higher 
quality audio for voice chat. 


Initially designed for the gaming 
community, Discord now hosts 
servers on a wide variety of interests. 
Once you have created a profile 
you can join servers based on your 
interests or create your own server 
and invite people to join. Servers 
are broken down into specific 
topics known as channels which 
can be flagged as NSFW (Not Safe 
For Work), meaning not safe to be 
viewed at work. For NSFW channels 
a user must click a button to indicate 
that they are over 18 before entering 
the chat. 


Please follow the link for more 
information: 


https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 
key-issues/esafety-guide/discord 
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© High 


healthycanteens 
.COM.all 


SANDWICHES 


HAM & CHEESE & 

HAM, CHEESE & TOMATO £ 

SWEET CHILL CHICKEN LnTUce SWEET CHE aan F 
(CHICKEN, LETTUCE & MAIO & 
CHEESE & TOMATO & 

EGG & LETTUCE & 

CURRIED EGG & LETTUCE £ 

TUNA LETTUCE ana | E 

SALAD) uerruct, TOMATO, CARROT, CLSUMBER Boeteoor E 
CHICKEN, CHEESE & TOMATO & 

CHICKEN CAESAR cHimteN, LETTUCE, cArsAR OAs E 
HAM SALAD): LETTUCE, TOMATO, GAARIOT, OLIOUMER, BEETROOT 


WRAPS 

SALAD ulTTuce, TOMATO, CARROT, CLACUMBER BEETROOT EF 

SWEET CHILU CHICKEN utuct, s4rrr cou nao E 
CHICKEN, LETTUCE & MAYO & 

CHICKEN CAPSAR CHICKEN, LETTUCE, 666, G4ersr E 

HAM SALAD lence, Toxiars, cannot, cucUMBER, BeEmoor ES 3.5 





choo! 


SALADS 

WATERMELON waTracnan chums. E 

FRLIT ret siasonc murs £ 
SWEET CHILL CHICKEN LbTTuce, TORINO, SWEET CHL EF 
(CHICKEN CAESAR cHiocSy, COS, noo, ceouUToNS, cates E 
GARDEN vrruce, Toman, CAREOUN, CosROT, BEETAcoT & 
(CAPGAR 0ce LOTTA, 6GG, CROUTONS, CMersr E 
CREAMY CHICKEN PASTA © 

PER! PER! CHICKEN SALAD & 

FLAN SALAD 

CHICKEN SALAD & 


CRUNCHY BREAD ROLLS 
SALAD & 

SWEET CHILU C4ICKEN 22 1cens, LTT, SET oa aro E 
HOT CHICKEN & GRAVY §& 

CHICKEN, LETTUCE & MAYO £ 

PER! PER! CHICKEN SALAD & 

HAM SALAD & 

HOT NW SPICY CHICKEN SCHNITZEL woriutruct.& hiv & 





BREAKFAST BEFORE 9:30AM 


COLD & FRESH 

SEASONAL FRUIT & 

VTERMELON BOWL werneuoy cues & 
FRUIT SAAD FRESH SeASONAL FALITS 
WOGHUAT E 

MUFFINS HOMEMADE ASSORTED FLaAGURS © 
HOT FOOD 

HASH BROWN oO 

CHEESE WRAP tTossto E 

HAM & CHEESE WRAP Toastes & 

HAM, CHEESE & TOMATO WRAP tToasteo E 
BACON BEGG ROLL whisauc oO 
TOASTED SANDWICHES $sssorTen sPecMisouly E 


FEBRUARY 
Foods Of Asia 


AUGUST 


Made In America 


HOT BITES 


HOT & SPICY CHICKEN WINGS & 


CHICKEN TENDERS santos oecken E 

GARLIC BREAD LOAF & 

CUP OF NOCDLES Tom yu, BEEF, CHMOMEN, VEGETARIAN 
CHICKEN BREGST NLASGETS © 

HOT CAOSS wir Sauce (cCHEKEN) 

POTATO WEDGES woesauc oO 
NACHOS 

BEEF G2: Mince WITH CHEESE -SouUn Oe Soc 
VEGETARIAN sabh4, LETTUCE, CHEESE- SOUR CREAM Sic 0 
THE LOT strr Mince, UTTuct, TOMATO, CHEESE, SOUR CHARA 0) 


PASTRIES 


SALIGAGE ROLL oO 

MEAT PIE o 

SPINACH & RICOTTA ROLL & 
CHILL BEEF & QHEESE PIE o 
POTATO PIE potaro& seer oO 


WITH SAUCE 


MARCH 
Salad Sensations 


SEPTEMBER 


Mexican 


anteen Menu © 


healthycanteens 
JCOMm.all 


SUSHI ROLLS 
TERMYAR! CHICKEN & 
WEGETARIAN & 

TUNA & 





DRINKS 


POPPERJUICE 250m & 
WATER sod. & 

OAK MILE acne E 

CHAU MILE Soden 

ALOE VERA Soon & 

LCE TEA Site £ 

PUMP WATER 750 £ 
PUMP FLAVOURS 750n0 & 
UP AGO 25oa0 £ 

HOT CHOCOLATE §F 
MINERAL WATER 475u1 £ 
OE BREAK COFFEE Situ. & 
SOFT DRINK S75a0 nosuce 0 
POWERADE 600s. nogumeA 0 
SOFT DRINK 6004. NoOSsuGAR CO 





FOOD CODING 


E EVERYDAY RATED © OCCASIONAL RATED 


SNACKS 
POPCORN 

CHIPS 2a0n 
PIRANHA SNAPS 


COLD 

SNAP APART ICE BLOCKS 
FROZEN JUICE CUPS 
JELLY CUP 


SOUR CREAM 


LITEMSILS. 





MAY 
HCA Gives You Wings 


OCTOBER 


Italian Favourites 


RICE - PASTA - NOODLES 


DAILY 

BUTTER CHICKEN qua rasous RPOPE & Ace E 
PASTA BOLOGNESE mcecer sauce £ 
FETTUIOINE CARBONARA wor cHicken E 
BEEF LASAGNA nonmwornere E 


REG LGE 
$40 56.0 
$4.0 $6.0 
$40 56.0 

$6.5 
PRE ORDER REG LGE 
TERIVAKI CHICKEN STIR FRY woeme & $6.0 
CURRY CHICKEN weminice E $6.0 
FRIED RICE & $40 $6.0 
ROASTED VEGETABLES PASTA rresy tomato sauce E 56.0 


VEGETARIAN LASAGNA, cuwren ree E $52 


NO FEES 


$2 
MINIMUM 
PURCHASE 


GLUTEN FREE OPTIONS 


RICE - PASTA - NACHOS 
BUTTER CHICKEN cua ransous RPOPE & RICE 

RAS To, EOLOGWESE non NDE ssc 

LASAGNA VEGETARIAN 


AACS Grr on VEGA 


REG WLGE 
540 560 
$4.0 56.0 
$5.2 

$5.5 


WRAP-SANDWICH-SALAD-BURGER 
ANY SANDWICH cr asran- acnSOcToresuaseac =FROM $4.0 
$6.0 


JAY SAAD) Guu Sle ORSNoS + TOP NGS 
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EXTRAS 


OTHER 


CONTAINER & UD 


JUNE 


Jumbo Baked Potato 


NOVEMBER 


Greek Souvlaki 


ALL ITEMS ARE HALAL [EXCEPT PORK BASED PRODUCTS) 





JULY 


Homemade Lasagna 


DECEMBER 
Wrap Up The Year 


BURGERS 

CHICKEN BURGER wore & avo E 
CHICKEN & CHEESE BURGER wiry your CHORE oF sauce © 
HOT N SPICY CHICKEN BURGER bev AULT ae ueTTuce E 
CHEESE BURGER ster, CHESe, Tomato sauce E 

AUSSIE BURGER 3 B&F, LETTUCE, TOMATO, BEETROOT, HAG SALICE E 
WEGETARIGAN BURGER rreniuira viceTane Patt & sao E 


TOASTED WRAPS 


SVWEET CHILL CHICKEN with cHEeEse EF 
BBO CHICKEN & CHEESE wromansauce E 


MEXICAN srictoectnwnocese E 


HOMEMADE PIZZA 


CHEESE (TTH AGS TOMATO Piece E 
PEPPERONI wie cHeese & FRESH TOMATO Pied SAice EF 
BBO CHICKEN wenmnngsauc E 


DONER KEBABS 


DONNER KEBAB & CHEESE © wen osc 
DONNER KEBAB i SAuLAD © veTruce, Tomar, ONION CHEESE + ‘Stee 


SNACK PACKS 


DONNER KEBAB MEAT © with swlabon WEDGES CHEESE+ 51 


* AUTHENTIC DONER MEAT * 
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STAY IN THE LOOP 
FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK 
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Changes in your child or young person's mental health can affect their schooling 
and relationships, however support is available for school students experiencing 
mental health concerns. 

Please let your school know if your child or young person has presented at or 
been admitted to hospital for mental health issues so they can discuss further 
support. 


You or an advocate can talk to the Principal, Deputy Principal, Year Advisor, Head 
Teacher Welfare or School Counsellor/Psychologist to develop a plan. 


D-+ Staatl ats tam ~lalalea Ed | eae . PS er oe at = a 8k a a AFPLOL 
I RETUrNING To SCNOO! TONOWING a Menta! nealitn Crisis. 


- | | ae fee a a = 7 ‘= & a | a = aa = | q : a = 2 ® = : e' “ al i om | 

ss SLsai WVviIna te!) Steal FO JUIT 1 Wo OF WOW ae SO) Gall LalkwK LO 
r=} fein siigiemclamia a TiAl S1TiAAnrt San tem al=liaen~4te b KFAnneactear tA foat-telalets 
a SS De ra Le ei eel 4 | ee ee | SAL _# b. it = i Ratt pb LE a | be 2 Fh a ¥ ew Gt PR bs ES! Be! | | bo) Ea | (ele | 
“ley EA ee ee oe T kiie "y : gma (bey ie ee ee ; Pie bi ayes Hy bey = eo | le Ao ee Boa ee 
COUT Cy 5 eral 1 Leas. aS PEOPRaT TL PIGIWOe Te AID Ly =I LPT ale Sc Lei e) wus, 
NOMeEeWOfL ic OF Cate Le ID WIth SEN! Wo Ke 

— AL me stint cul ls ecoer Somnie Eepea pate el ee Da) ee, at ee ae |e ee ee ae = 
At Le Ss Ss ill &! JODO Prat) Lille SL ee) att it MITTS Oe re Lat ey Coes. 


| Health WT Poe ™ 
Nepean Blue Mountains School Link 


Local Health District mone Eoucotian Woraing Eogetree 
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BLACK TOWN BOYS’ HIGH SCHOOL 
Contribution Schedule 27021 


Subject Contributions - 
cover the purchase of materials In Year ? Year sé Year Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
cartain leaming areas. 

fT sm 


ee ee 

Pam 
Enaincering Studies iss sts 
Food tecnceny an 


es a 
Industial Technology — 
Eworomcs | Jf || so 
Industnial Technology — 
Engineering S40 540 540 
Industrial Technology — $40 + own | $30 + own 
Multimedia S40 S40 

printing Orinting 


folio folio 
Industial Technology - So + S40 + 
Timber Special Major 

project project 

costs costs 
Information and Software 
(| = |» |» 2 
Infonmmation Processes & 
Music | st ste 
Sports Studies (Elective 


Physical Activity and 
Sports Studies Cricket sz) 
(Elective) 








Wisual Arts Lite Skills 


Sport Levy — Thie covers 
Wane and equipment hire for 
school camlvale and ale 
encures that the school te 
raglaterad for all Zone, 
Regional, State and 

Natlonal Competitions. 


General Contribution — this 


COVETA Sarviced such 3¢ lIGrary, 
textbooks and curntculum-ralatad 
resources. 


Total — Full or regular part- 

payment accepted. Eftpos ; : , 
facility avaliable. Phone $7155 $155 Variable Variable Variable Variable 
Day Mente accepted. 
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Blacktown Boys High School i 


Biackiown NSW 2148 





All Products 


Black Leather Ball From 319.95 
Navy Agron Prom E1405 
White Apron Fram $14.08 
WS Grey Shirt | From $37.95 

, _ | 
S/S While Shirt From $37.55 1] 
POS Grey Trousers From 649.95 
Grey College Trousers From $59.55 , 
Black Baseball Cap From $77.95 
Maroon Ankle Socks From $11.95 
Maroon Tis Fron 300.95 
Maroon Jacket From 562.95 
Maroon Slappy Joe Frown $39.95 
Soort Maroon Polo Top rion 4705 
Grey College Shorts From 44.95 
Black Celine College Shorts-Snr Fram ¢44 96 
Sport Black Track pants From 005 
Soon Black Shors From $35.95 | 
Black College Trouser From $59.95 

ALL PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO ALTERATION 
‘techy ig | . Yi "Fe at , gh | | . SCAM THIS OR CODE PRIN YOU 





i. MOGUE PHONE CAMERA TO GO 10 WEBSITE 





17 Patvick Street, Blackie, 286 240 
> (0?) SET TBO 





avery Hewat school | 
‘ainifaemn wot tr eur 
a Pot Frat a 


SHOF IM STORE O2 ONLINE 
paw lowrescora su/stnoote-pmlina “y 


f= 7) ‘wits YOUR LOWES ZERO CARD YOU WILL RECEIVE 9%) DISCOUNT ON EVERY PURCHASE. 
ESfC)| - RECEIVE 641M REWARD POINTS TO REDEEM, PLUS GREAT FEATURES AND BENEFITS. 





iw a 





PE 
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PLEASE CHANGE OR UPDATE STUDENT DETAILS 


STUDENT NAME 
New Address: 
Suburb: 


New Home Phone Number: 


MOTHER/CARER 
New Mobile Number: 


New Work Number: 
New Email Address: 


FATHER/CARER 
New Mobile Number: 


New Work Number: 


New Email Address: 


Comments: 


[] Entered in ERN 


Please excuse my son 


For being absent on 


Parent Signature 


Please excuse my son 


For being absent on 


Parent Signature 


Postcode: 


Office Use Only 


Staff Initials: 


ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 


of roll class 


because 


ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL 


of roll class 


because 
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